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HOLY ISLAND PARISH COUNCIL
Windsor Cottage, 3 Lewin’s Lane, Holy Island, Berwick-upon-Tweed, Northumberland TD15 2SB
Clerk: John A Bevan   Tel: (01289) 389359   Email: holyipc@btinternet.com
HOLY ISLAND PARISH COUNCIL POLICY ON HOLIDAY LET PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR NEW BUILDINGS OR      THE CHANGE OF USE OF EXISTING BUILDINGS.

Holy Island Parish Council has for some years been concerned about the growth of second homes and in particular Holiday Let accommodation on the Island which the Council views as being detrimental to the long-term interests of the community. The views of that community were expressed in the Referendum held on the Island in May 2017 which overwhelmingly approved the question:

Do you agree that the Special Planning Document be adopted stating that due to the excessive number of second homes and holiday lets, all new housing must have a planning condition stating that ‘New Housing will only be allowed where the properties are the main residence of the occupants and because of the age profile, at least 50% are affordable, 50% of these to rent via a registered social landlord.’

A condition which will be included in the Holy Island Neighbourhood Plan currently being produced.

While specifically referring to new housing, the conversion of existing housing from permanent residency to holiday use has a similar effect on the long-term sustainability of a viable community.

This is a situation shared with other coastal communities in North Northumberland and recognised in the Northumberland County Council Local Plan adopted in March 2022. Specifically clause 7.55 which states:

While providing some economic benefits, the lack of permanent occupation of such properties is having an adverse impact on the social fabric of affected communities as a result of diminished support and demand for local facilities and schools. Consequently, some settlements have begun to lose their sense of community with some services only operating at certain times of the year. During peak holiday seasons however, some services struggle to meet the needs of visitors as well as the permanent population. Additionally, the demand for holiday accommodation in these locations, coupled with rising house prices and a limited supply and turnover of homes, has made many smaller properties unaffordable to the local population.

This has resulted in the Northumberland County Council Policy HOU10

Second and holiday homes.

Within Parishes identified in the most up-to-date Census as having 20% or more household spaces with no usual (i.e. permanent) residents, new market dwellings will only be supported where first and future occupation is restricted in perpetuity to ensure that each new dwelling is occupied only as a ‘principal residence’. This restriction will be sought through a planning condition or Section 106 agreement. 

Holy Island significantly exceeds that 20% threshold and the case for restricting any further non-residential development is clear and therefore Holy Island Parish Council has adopted the following policy which was debated and approved at the Parish Council Meeting on October 14th 2022. Minute 935
FORMAL OBJECTIONS WILL BE MADE TO:

ALL APPLICATIONS FOR NEW BUILD HOLIDAY LETS OR SECOND HOMES. 

ALL APPLICATIONS FOR CHANGE OF USE FROM EXISTING RESIDENTIAL TO HOLIDAY LETS.

ALL APPLICATIONS TO CONVERT AN EXISTING HOLIDAY LET TO INCLUDE AN ADDITIONAL UNIT OR UNITS.

ANY SUCH CONVERSION IDENTIFIED AS HAVING BEEN MADE WITHOUT CHANGE OF USE PERMISSION AFTER THE 14TH OCTOBER 2022 WILL BE REFERRED TO NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL FOR ENFORCEMENT ACTION TO BE TAKEN.

NO OBJECTION WILL BE MADE TO:

 APPLICATIONS FOR CHANGE OF USE FROM RESIDENTIAL, OWNER OCCUPIER OR HOLIDAY LET TO LONG TERM RENTAL.

While Holy Island Parish Council will consider all applications individually, this policy should be seen as the Council’s default position and will be reviewed regularly by the Council.

Holy Island Parish Council.

October 14th 2022











