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HOLY ISLAND PARISH COUNCIL
Windsor Cottage, 3 Lewin’s Lane, Holy Island, Berwick-upon-Tweed, Northumberland TD15 2SB
Clerk: John A Bevan   Tel: (01289) 389359   Email: holyipc@btinternet.com
Because there seems to be some confusion about who has the responsibility to grant or refuse a licence to Woody’s Taxis to use a Road Train on the Shuttle bus route from Chare Ends Car Park to the Castle gate via Green Lane and the Market Place, the Parish Council would like to clarify its position.
The existing Shuttle Bus and the Road Train proposed to replace it are licenced by Northumberland County Council in conjunction with Northumbria Police. Holy Island Parish Council has no authority to approve or reject its use.

When the suggestion was first made known to HIPC the Councillors were not in favour then and are not now. But were divided on how best to deal with the question. They decided by a narrow margin to agree that there should be a trial period of one month to assess its safety and, in the words of the NCC officer who had contacted the Council, would also be to assess the actual impact on visitors, residents and the overall manoeuvrability of the train.  After which a decision based on evidence could be made as to whether it should continue or be removed. 
The reasoning was that an outright rejection would not necessarily prevent the Road Train being introduced but would effectively remove the Parish Council from any further discussions. We understand that AONB and the National Trust, because of the Castle involvement, had also been approached and had agreed a trial period on the same basis.

The Council in agreeing to this stated to NCC
 We are not at this point agreeing to anything more than a trial. 
The Council is still in discussions with the other parties to ensure that the assessment will include the views of the Council and importantly those of residents.
That remains the present position.

August 2nd 2021

Robert Coombes
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